| Definition
Allergies are an abnormal reaction of the immune system to a harmless substance. With drug allergies, the body overreacts to certain medications, triggering a reaction. This is different than drug sensitivities, which does not involve the immune system. 
| Treatment and Prevention
Once your medical provider has determined a drug allergy, the first step in treatment will be to discontinue the drug causing the reaction. In addition, the physician may prescribe antihistamines to calm the immune system response and corticosteroids to treat inflammation. In more severe cases epinephrine may be used to treat or prevent anaphylaxis.
After a drug allergy has been identified, patients should follow these steps to prevent future episodes:
• Inform health care providers • Wear a medical alert bracelet • Carry emergency epinephrine For more information on drug allergy awareness and prevention, please visit: http://acaai.org/allergies/types/drug-allergies
